A Non-fiction Source List
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· Geoff Barton, Pair & Compare 2, with Mary Bousted, Collins 1994 – collected pairings of fiction and non-fiction texts

· Genres, Longman, 1996 – range of fiction and non-fiction genres, including letters and science writing

· Two Centuries, Longman, 1996 – collected fiction and (chiefly) non-fiction from the 17th and 18th centuries.

· Developing Media Skills, Heinemann, April 2001 – media resources (film, TV, marketing, etc) for key stage 3 pupils

· The Real World, Heinemann, 1998 – a collection of non-fiction texts for key stage 3

· Reportage, OUP, 1994 – eyewitness accounts to television news transcripts

· Travel Writing, OUP, 1993 – wide range of texts, mostly from this century

· Asa Briggs (ed), A Dictionary of Twentieth Century World Biography, Oxford 1992 – useful reference book and for comparison with more adventurous biographical styles

· John Carey, The Faber Book of Science Writing, Faber 1995 – our greatest anthologist. Science is made vivid, compelling and accessible in this anthology, a worthy successor to his brilliant Faber Book of Reportage.

· Nick Coleman & Nick Hornby, The Picador Book of Sports Writing, Picador, 1996 – an indispensable source book.

· Elizabeth David, individual books are best if you want all the recipes, but to admire the prose see South Wind Through the Kitchen: The Best of Elizabeth David, North Point Press, 1998

· Kitty Kelley, Nancy Reagan: The Unauthorised Biography, Bantam 1991 – scurrilous and hilariously readable

· Jonathan Raban, Arabia, Picador 1979 – but every book is brilliant. He is incapable of writing dully.

· Gordon Ramsay, A Chef for All Seasons, Quadrille (reviewed by GB in Waitrose Food Illustrated, November 2000) – great (and very ambitious) recipes but flat prose style

· Oliver Sacks, The man who Mistook his Wife for a Hat, Picador 1986 – astonishing, disturbing and deeply humane accounts of human suffering; Awakenings is also a remarkable read.

· Nigel Slater, Real Good Food, Fourth Estate, 1995 – compelling prose

· Lyn MacDonald, 1914: The Days of Hope, Michael Joseph 1987 – vivid popular history

· Delia Smith, Delia’s How to Cook, Book 1, BBC – underrated for her clear, precise prose 

· Tom Wolfe, The Purple Decades: A Reader, Farrar, Straus 1982 – with Jonathan Raban, my favourite contemporary prose writer

